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Mound City Bar Association Teams Up For Justice with NAACP, County Police & FBI 

Investigators 
 Today, the Mound City Bar Association (“MCBA”), the oldest African-American Bar 

Association west of the Mississippi River, announced that it is working alongside the St. Louis County 

chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (“NAACP”) to respond to the 

call for a thorough and fair investigation into the circumstances of Michael “Mike” Brown’s fatal 

shooting by police.  After meeting with St. Louis County Police Chief Jon Belmar and NAACP leaders 

and its legal counsel, it became clear that there were many witnesses who had not yet been interviewed by 

police.  Wayne C. Harvey, General Counsel for the County NAACP suggested his concern, along with 

members of the Mound City Bar Association, that witnesses may be reluctant to come forward for fear of 

retribution or deceit by police investigators.   

Chief Belmar advised that, today, the FBI launched an investigation into this matter.  FBI Special 

Agent-in-Charge of the St. Louis Office, William Woods, will conduct and lead the federal arm of the 

investigation.  Mound City Bar Association will play an active and substantive role in this process. 

Deputy NAACP Counsel Rufus Tate, Jr. and Mound City Bar President Kendra Howard 

discussed the problem.  President Howard proposed that Mound City Attorneys provide pro bono 

representation to witnesses during the course of the investigation, to ensure that members of the 

community have access to superior, competent, and professional legal counsel. Howard states that, “It is 

the mission of the Mound City Bar Association to improve the administration of justice, and to provide 

service to the community. MCBA is committed to ensuring that every witness comes forward without 

fear or anxiety.  Witness statements are a vital element of providing a complete and accurate account of 

the events that led to the shooting of Michael Brown, and ensuring that justice is served in a fair and 

impartial way.  Mound City Bar Association attorneys will personally escort any such witnesses to FBI 

interviews and/or to any contemplated secret Grand Jury proceedings.  That is the very least that we can 

do in this monumental search for the truth.  It is our mission, and we will serve accordingly.” 

Any and all witnesses who desire a personal attorney to assist them in connection with this matter 

should immediately contact Chalana A. Oliver, Esq. at the MCBA office to coordinate an attorney 

assignment. 
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